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   Many of you reading this have purchased the 2026 Boatwatch Calendar.  Indeed, so many have been bought to pass on 
to families and friends that the name of Golant Boatwatch will be spread wide across the country (and maybe further 
afield).  Thanks to all who bought them. 

   David Jenkinson and Robin Anderson did a sterling job in selecting content and then managing the production pro-
cess.  Many thanks to them, and to all of you who submitted photographs for consideration.  It was an unenviable job to 
make the final selection.  I think we would all agree that the result has given us a stunning set of images of lovely Golant 
to admire through the year. 

   Apart from providing a splendid calendar, Boatwatch had the objective of raising money for Fowey RNLI.  At the 
AGM in November, Boatwatch were able to present a cheque for £400 to Water Safety Advisor Steve Lloyd on behalf 
of Fowey RNLI.  Following further calendar sales, the donation was able to be increased to £500, and David Bonsall 
presented this to fundraising committee member Rob Collings by the side of the Atlantic 85 lifeboat on a splendid sunny 
morning in Fowey. 
 
   There are just a few Calendars left if anyone needs further copies. 

   And do remember, the RNLI Shop in Fowey is open every day until 17th December, and is well stocked with Christ-
mas Cards, Calendars (although you have enough of those), Diaries and lots of other little gifts that may help you in your 
seasonal shopping. 

 David Bonsall, Chairman, Golant Boatwatch 

GBOAõs 2026 Calendar has boosted funds for Fowey 
RNLI.  These happy Boatwatch members are on its cover! 

 David Bonsall presented a cheque to Rob Collings from 
Fowey RNLI, Rescuers of those in peril on the sea. 

RA RA 



FROM THE EDITOR  
 

R is for Rescues ... There are three which I am going 
to refer to, two of which feature within this issue! 

   Firstly, our cover story about the Fowey RNLI  and 
our very own Golant Boatwatch is a testament to all 
those volunteers who devote their time to Rescues within 
our local waters.  And congratulations to GBOA, who 
made such a good amount selling their 2026 calendars 
with their beautiful photographs; another great fund-
raising event in our special village. 
   Secondly, on page 7 you can read about a recent Golant 
Rescue on the River Fowey, with a very local link. 
   Thirdly, Robin recently came to my Rescue, and not 
only solved a printer problem, but has also set me up with 
Windows 11, which has not been easy or quick, and has 
included the need to hide (so he says) many of my widgets 
ð thereõs no answer to thaté!!! 
   After the many annual summer activities we reported 
on in the last copy of the Pill, there have been fewer later 
events in our village, but there is still plenty to read about 
in this issue, as our lively, imaginative and hard-working 
Golantians have once again proved!  And there is much 
to look forward to... 
   Our Golant Pill team send seasonal greetings to all our 
readers, in Cornish as well as English.  
                                  

                         Nadelik Lowen ha Blydhen Nowydh Da 
       (A Happy Christmas and a  

         Peaceful New Year) 
 

Gillie Harris   (Editor)  
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Fowey Valley Cidery Harvest 2025 
  
   WOW! 
   At least three times more apples have been brought to our Lostwithiel Cidery by 
local people this year.  So many apples delivered by so many people.  If you 
brought your spare apples to us é thank you very much!  
   And what a deliciously fruitful year we are having!  I thought ômastõ years only 
affected acorns and beech nuts, but apparently it can happen in orchards too.  
Mast years are natureõs clever way of ensuring the growth of next generation 
trees.  Producing fruits and nuts takes a lot of energy, so trees canõt do it every 
year.  Instead, they build up resources and release them all at once.  The strategy 
is known as predator satiation.  In normal years, squirrels, mice, and other seed-
eating animals consume most of the crop.  But in a mast year, thereõs so much 
food that the animals canõt possibly eat it all, so some seeds inevitably escape 
and grow into new saplings.  It happens about every five years, and the last one was in 2020. 
   And itõs not just apples showing up in large numbers.  When we saw the early sloes this year, we decided to make our 
very first Sloe Gin Liqueur in time for Christmas.  Like Santaõs Elves, we are working round the clock building up our 
stocks of Mulled Cider, Mulled Wine, Single Malt Cornish Whisky and our delicious cream liqueurs.  
   Come on over to the tasting room and have a sample of any or all of the above, Monday to Friday 10am till 4pm.  Our 
address is: 
   Unit 11, Restormel Estate, Liddicoat Road, Lostwithiel, PL22 0HG 
 
(If you brought apples to us, make sure to come and choose the goods your apples have earned you from the shop.  Stock up for the coming 
winter!) 

Barrie Gibson 
 

Stop Press News! 
 
   Thank you to all who contributed to the Macmillan 
   Coffee Morning in different ways. 
   Particular thanks to the kind raffle prize donors:  
   Leyonne Farm, Colwith Farm Shop, Golant Village  
   Hall, Jackie & Neil Smith. 
   The amazing final total was £824.00.  
   Well done Golant! 

Jacky Fletcher 

A Festive Message 
 

   Martyn and Fayre Hardy 

would like to wish a Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year to all parishioners.  

   As usual, we will be making a donation to 

stpetrocs.org.uk instead of sending cards. 

   As we have new babies arriving in the family 

during December and January, we will not be 

organising an ôat homeõ this year, as our services 

may be required in London and in Largs on the 

west coast of Scotland.   
   Take Care xx 

http://petroc.org.uk/
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   Despite the awful weather, we had a steady stream of appreciative 
visitors to our Apple Day on 19th October.  The hall looked most 
inviting with interesting displays, clever poems and stories and Sue 
Strachanõs beautiful tapestry depicting cider making in Golant (right). 

    
   With the season having been early this year and most apples already harvested,  
Karen and Dave still managed to put on a super display of Sanctuary fruits, sharing 
their knowledge of apple varieties and different ways to preserve them,  including a 
selection of bottled apples opened for us to taste.  
    
   Liz Barclayõs display of the story behind Sheilaõs Orchard at Wringford also included 
a selection of labelled apple varieties.  This is a well established and carefully managed 
orchard, and incredibly, Liz, with the help of Carol and Alice Gabb, harvested an in-
credible 7,298kg to take to Fowey Valley Cider as part of their apple swapping scheme.  
A number of other Golantians also took advantage of this scheme and so there 
should be much merriment this festive season! 
    
   It was therefore lovely that Barrie Gibson (below, left) supported our apple day with a 
Fowey Valley Cider stall.  Along with his wife Geraldine, he first established a small 
cidery at Hybadore, Golant in 2012 before moving to their current premises in 
Lostwithiel in 2020. (See page 2 for Barrieõs article) 
    

   Once the rain cleared, Tony Strachan and Brian Murray set up their scrat-
ter and juicer (respectively) in Brianõs gateway, which demonstrated the juic-
ing process perfectly.  My grandchildren were fascinated and savoured the 
delicious juice they ôhelpedõ to produce. (Below, right) 
    
GHG wishes to say a 
big thank you to eve-
ryone who contribut-
ed to the day, and a 
special shout out to 
Carol and Alice - our 
wonderful refresh-
ment ladies in the 
kitchen!  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Barrie offering me a sample of a cream liqueur!  Ed.                                                                            Penny Parsons, Chairman 

 
-------------------- 

    
    
On another subject entirely - prompted by the recent release of the 2025 film The Nuremberg Trials, Christine Kift 
alerted me to this snippet of history relating to a former Golant resident, and Sarah has provided this background: 
 
   òMy parents Peter and Reay Fuller bought Waters Edge in July 1978.  The house looked rather different then - there were wrought iron 
screens on the windows facing the street and high Leylandii hedges along the river side and behind the garage.  The previous owner was a 
man called Corry Wright, and his wife's first names from our deeds were Marina Hildegund.  My parents always told us that the screening 
was because Corry had been a witness at the Nuremberg trials and wanted to maintain his privacy.  We have done a quick search of the list 
of witnesses from the trial that are on the web but have not seen his name.  Was he really anxious about being found, was this true at all? 
The film Nuremberg has made us wonder again.  Any thoughts gratefully received.ó  

Sarah Laughton 
 

GH 

GH 

PP 
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NEWS FROM ST SAMPSONõS CHURCH 
 
   Remembrance Sunday is always at the mercy of the 
weather, but the worst of the rain held off during the Act 
of Remembrance at the Village War Memorial.  The Rever-
end James Funnell again presided, and the handbells played 
The Last Post and The Rouse to mark the start and end of the 
two minutesõ silence.  Despite the forecast, many villagers 
came to support, and many stayed for the service of Holy 
Communion that followed.  A highlight of the service was 
undoubtedly the choir anthem, Sunset and Evening Star by 
Parry. 
    
   Several of the congregation then went to The Fisherman's 
Arms for lunch, and many thanks to Nick for making a 
donation to the Poppy Appeal for every Remembrance 
Sunday lunch served, and also for making a similar dona-
tion from the previous Fridayõs fish and chip menu. 
    
                Christmas highlights are as follows: 
 

Sunday 14th December:  4.30pm:  A Cornish Christmas:  
   A very varied set of readings about Christmas - including 
local poets, Cornish poets, and famous poets - carols on 
the handbells, and congregational carols - with a candle-lit 
church giving that Christmas feeling.  There will be some-
thing for everyone at this service, including a glass or two 
of wine at the end! 
 
Wednesday 17th December:   7.00pm:  Carols on the 
handbells at The Fisherman's Arms, followed by the Christ-
mas Raffle.  Come and sing along or hum along to well-
known carols, and enjoy our lovely pub - and see if you 
have won something in the raffle! 
 
Christmas Eve: 6.30pm: A Festival of Lessons & Carols. 
   A fully candle-lit service, with the traditional Christmas 
Bible readings, and carols for both congregation and choir.  
Very few churches still offer this lovely service, first de-
vised by Bishop Benson when he was Bishop of Truro.  
This is the best way to start Christmas, and there will be a 
glass or two of wine served afterwards. 
 
On Christmas Day there is a family Holy Communion at 
9.30am -  all most welcome!  Choir and crackers! 
 
Sunday 28th:  10.00am    Tregaminion Chapel of Ease. 
   No service at St Sampson's, but the handbell ringers are 
playing for the Benefice Service at Tregaminion Chapel of 
Ease at 10.00am.  This is a lovely old chapel, built for the 
workers on the Rashleigh Estate, and consecrated in 1816. 
Do come and join us. 

 
Finally, on January 1st, 2026, there will be a chance to Ring 
in the New Year.  Try your hand at the handbells or big 
bells - or both - and enjoy a glass of wine and some nib-
bles.  All most welcome.  11.45am onwards. 
 
   Happy Christmas! 

Simon Funnell 
 

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION  
 

Priest in Charge 
 

The Revd Shona Hoad (07476 900623) 
 

Churchwardens 
 

Greg White (01726 832315) 
Simon Funnell (01726 833343) 

Vicarõs Ponderings! 
 

   As we head into the winter season with the darkened days, 
it is no wonder we choose to brighten our lives with 
thoughts of Christmas and the displays of Christmas lights 
that bring so much joy and comfort.  One of my favourite 
story books is The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe written by 
C.S. Lewis.  Many of you will know it tells the story of a 
magical land accessed via the back of a wardrobe full of win-
ter coats, whose residents are living in permanent winter 
where the snow never melts.  It sounds like every childõs 
dream until the realisation sets in that the scene never chang-
es, and every day is cold and without the hope and promise 
of new life coming into bud.  Something is missing. 
   For many people today the Christmas season is a bit like 
Narnia.  Shortly after the August Bank Holiday it seems that 
the shops begin their foray into Christmas displays, enticing 
us to splash out on what appears to be an exciting and fun-
filled time ahead.  We find all sorts of things that catch our 
eye and our expectations of what is to come can be raised.  
But if we focus solely on the accessories then we can soon 
come to the realisation that something is missing.  Party food 
is lovely and great for sharing as we meet together; gifts are a 
wonderful way of expressing our love or thanks to someone; 
cards enable us to keep in touch with people we have not 
seen in a (long) while.  Even with all those lovely reasons for 
celebrating we can be all too well aware that there is more to 
it even if we cannot quite pinpoint what that might be. 
   Here in our village churches we will be celebrating Christ-
mas with all the accessories ð music, mince pies and wine, 
cards and gifts - but we celebrate because the birth of a tiny 
and helpless baby some 2,000 years ago has helped us under-
stand that we need not live as though something is missing 
from life.  We party and celebrate together because the birth, 
life and death of Jesus has given us hope that even in the 
darkest of times we are not forgotten and isolated.  God is 
with us. 
   Come and join us at one of the many services and events 
we will be hosting in our church over the coming weeks.  
From traditional readings and carols, to reflective services of 
Holy Communion, to full-on Family fun with Christingle and 
crafts at St Andrewõs in Tywardreath, we will be celebrating 
the full meaning of Christmas alongside all the festivities. 
   With every blessing for Christmas and the year ahead. 
   Shona 
 
   Revd Shona Hoad 
   07476 900623        
   shona@tandgchurches.uk  
   www.tywardreathandgolantchurches.uk 

about:blank


The Fishermanôs Arms, Golant 
A charming character Inn dating 
back to 1826 with spacious outside 
terraces boasting stunning views 
over the River Fowey. 
Choice of Traditional Cask Ales, 
Hot and Cold Meals and Snacks 
served daily. 
Sunday Lunches served from 
12 ï3pm. 
All produce locally sourced. 
 
 

The Fishermanõs Arms 

Tel: 01726 832453 
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Book early to avoid disappointment       
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01726 812642 

Johns Hair Studio 
Tywardreath 

 

Tara 
Qualified hair stylist  

 

Tuesday Έ Saturday 

 

Late appointments on 

request 

 Licensee Nick Budd warmly welcomes you to: 

Pill Paparazzi in this issue 
           
   RA  Robin Anderson 
   GH   Gillie Harris 
   PP  Penny Parsons 
   GP  Gill Paull 
   KW-W Karen Wells-West 
  

   To keep up with events, and 
when you are planning an 
event, you can check out the 
new ôWhatõs Onõ page  on the 
village website at golant.net   
    
   If you want to have an event 
listed on the page, email: 
  
   debbiepughjones@aol.com 

THE NEXT COPY DATE  
 

Please note that the Copy Date 
for the 

February/March issue is 
 

Wednesday 28th January 
 

Articles, letters & news can be  
sent by email to: 

  
thegolantpill@gmail.com  

 

Our Advertisers 
 

We are indebted to our loyal advertisers, old and new,  
who help to keep The Golant Pill  afloat. 

 

Do please use them, and  
mention us when making contact.   

Advertising Rates 
 

There are three sizes of advertisement available to you  
in either vertical or horizontal form. 

 

Please note: The size may vary to fit the space available,  
but will be the same square area as far as possible. 

 

A  65mm x 60mm                                 
  @ £40 for six issues 
                                                                                                                      
A+B  130mm x 60mm                                                                                  
  @ £80 for six issues          
 

A+B+C   195mm x 60mm                                                                   
  @ £120 for six issues 
                    

Additional £15 for colour for all sizes. 
 

Preferably, Artwork/Copy should be emailed to  
thegolantpill@gmail.com 

 

An invoice will then be sent to you. 

The Golant Pill Committee 
 
Editor   Gillie Harris            833897 
Chairman   Simon Funnell 833343 
Treasurer   Tony Strachan 833259 
Typesetting   Gillie Harris  833897 
Advertising   Mary Shelley 
       07475925610 
Distribution    Jacky Fletcher 832615 
Parish Diary   Penny Parsons 832727 
Production   Simon Funnell 833343 
    Sheila Funnell 833343 
Golant Pill Facebook Robin Anderson 832370 
    Penny Parsons 832727 
Golant Website  David Bonsall 834458 
        

 

The committee meets regularly under the terms of the 
constitution, which was adopted when the newsletter  

was first issued in 2007.  
 

The Editorial Team reserves the right to reject material 
or comments considered to be inappropriate  

or offensive. 
 

Views & opinions expressed in The Golant Pill may not 
be necessarily those of the Editorial Team.   
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This extract is taken from the  
West Briton & Cornish Advertiser, on 4th April 1889 

 
   NARROW ESCAPE FROM DROWNING NEAR 
LOSTWITHIEL - On Monday afternoon a misfortune 
befell Mr. J. Thomas of Lostwithiel, as he was coming up 
the River Fowey with a heavily laden boat.  By some 
means the craft capsized, and Thomas was thrown into 
the water.  The man, unfortunately, was unable to swim, 
and after being in the water for some time, he was seen 
and rescued by some bargemen.  He was taken to the 
public-house at Golant, where, under the treatment of 
two medical men, he soon recovered. 
 
   So not only was this another local Rescue, albeit 136 years 
ago, but also The Fishermanõs Arms, (dating back to 1826), 
was a good recovery venue, as was our recent one (pageé)!!         

Ed 

The following extract is taken 100 years ago from the  
Cornish Guardian, on 14th December 1925 

 
GOLANT.  
ñññ 

   At the Queenõs Musical Festival held on Friday last, 
Miss D. White was successful in winning a silver medal 
(83 marks) in the contralto class, and with her sister, Miss 
R. D. White won silver medals in the class for pianoforte 
duets (162 marks).  Miss Mildred Jefford won a certificate 
in the mezzo-soprano class (81 marks.)  All three young 
ladies are members of the Golant Wesleyan Choir and are 
to be congratulated. 

Backalong Newspaper Articles 

Carnival & Madness combined ð  
All on one day Diary Date - Saturday 15th August 

 
   The Carnival Committee recently reviewed 2025 Mad-
ness and Carnival events to discuss what we might do to 
re-energise the Carnival fancy dress turnout, as it was 
evident that a lot more effort is going into the Madness 
costumes. 
   It is proposed that we amalgamate the two events to 
hold them on the same day. 
   In 2026 the best high tide for Madness is on Saturday 
15th August, with a high tide at 20.29 of 5.6m.  So, we 
will be holding the normal Childrenõs Sports & cream 
teas starting at 2.00pm with the side games and tea tent. 
   Then assemble the fancy dress contestants for both 
Carnival and Madness on the Green for judging, with a 
short parade along the front to show off the wonderful 
fancy dress costumes before Madness commences. 

 

Carnival Committee 

Save the Date:  The Golant GRADS Revue 2026 
 
   As you will already be aware, 2026 brings the renowned 
GRADS Revue to the stage in the Village Hall.  For two 
nights, you can forget all the worries of how to pay for all 
those Christmas presents, stamp duty increases, cost of 
living crises and the general depression that January can 
bring. 
   On Friday 30th and Saturday 31st January we will be 
putting on a show brought to you by the multi-talented 
inhabitants of Golant. 
   A show of the people, by the people and for the people! 
   So, put those dates in your diary, on your day-page wall 
calendar, or on the electronic device of your choosing.  
Just donõt miss this fabulous event. 
   Tickets will go on sale in the New Year, when more 
information will be supplied on how to obtain these 
priceless gems. 
   Looking forward to seeing you all there.  Seasonõs 
Greetings. 

Martyn Hardy  

bŜǿ [ƻŎŀƭ tŜǘ {ƛǩƴƎ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƎ ²ŀƭƪƛƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
 

   tƻƭǊǳŀƴ tŜǘǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ Ǌǳƴ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇƻƻŎƘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ 
   .ŀǎŜŘ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ Řƻǿƴ ǊƛǾŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ǳƴƴȅ {ƛŘŜΩΣ ȅƻǳǊ 
ǇŜǘǎΩ Řŀȅǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŬƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǳƴΣ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜΣ ŎǳŘŘƭŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŀǘǎΦ  {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎƻƭƻκǎŀƳŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿŀƭƪǎΣ ǎƻ 
ȅƻǳǊ ŦǳǊǊȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ Ƴȅ ǳƴŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ŀǧŜƴǝƻƴΣ 
ŘƻƎ ǿŀƭƪǎΣ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǎƛǘǎκǎǘŀȅǎΤ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳŜŀƭΣ Řŀȅ 
ǘǊƛǇΣ ǿŀƭƪ ƻǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇΦ  DƛǾŜ ǳǎ ŀ 
Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ 
   /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ 9ƳƳŀ όлтппнлотслнύΣ ƻǊ ŬƴŘ ǳǎ ƻƴ  
CŀŎŜōƻƻƪς tƻƭǊǳŀƴ tǳǇǎ tŜǘ {ƛǩƴƎ 
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Local Hero Rescues Elderly Man from  
Spring Tide Drama on the River Fowey 

 

   On what started as a typical Saturday evening in Golant, 
a group of locals were enjoying a relaxed drink on the pub 
terrace just chatting about life.  Suddenly we heard a voice 
carrying over the water from the middle of the river.  It 
was an elderly man shouting, òRow, row, why arenõt you 
rowing,ó to whom we thought was a second person in the 
dinghy. 
    
   Initially, we all had a bit of a chuckle ð typical village 
humour ð why would anyone try to row against a strong 
spring tide, in the middle of the river?  It then became 
clear that the man was alone and in real trouble as dark-
ness started to descend. 
    
   That is when Dan Palmer, our very own local hero, 
sprang into action.  Without a momentõs hesitation, he 
changed into his canoeing gear and pulled his canoe off 
the top of his van.  He was out on the water in minutes 
and reached the man shortly after.  If you have seen Dan 
paddling at top speed, it is an impressive sight!   
 
   Dan is a member of Truro Canoe club, is a top compet-
itor and coach and that day, coincidentally, had been on a 
lifesaving course.  Dan reached the man and secured the 
dinghy with a tow rope.  He then towed the dinghy and its 
occupant to a secure mooring back on the slipway. 
    
   In a time when we all need a bit of good news, Danõs 
actions remind us that there are still everyday heroes 
among us, ready to help at a momentõs notice.  A huge 
ôthank youõ to Dan for his quick thinking and big heart! 
Oh, and I bought him a pint! 

 
Kristina Kyburaite 

 

Dan Palmer (foreground, left) in action in a canoe race. 
 

(Taken from a Facebook page) 

Backalong Winter pictures in Golant 

St Sampsonõs Church in the snow, February 2009 

The pantomime ôAladdinõ, about 1990 


